Major Dick Winters, commander of Company "E" led his paratrooping "Band of Brothers" from
the D-Day landings to the German surrender bravely and selflessly. He was often out-manned in
the battle field, but still prevailed with his deft strategies and coolness under fire.
He never wanted any credit for what he did - the credit, he insisted, went to his men. When his
grandson once asked him, "Grandpa, were you a hero in the war?" He answered "No, I'm not a
hero, but I have served in a company full of them."
We would like to acknowledge our heroes here who have served or are currently serving in the
United States Military. As the band plays the Armed Forces Salute if you, or a family member
has served or is serving in that particular branch we invite you to stand up as your anthem is
played.
Armed Forces Salute - Band
Ella Fitzgerald once said, "The only thing better than singing is more singing!" We've certainly
had more singing, more singing, and wonderful music, tonight.
We thank you all for attendance here. Immediately following the last piece of music we will
finish with a closing prayer by ______. We also invite all of you to stay for our cookie
reception after the performance tonight.
American songs have been in many ways the mirror of our nation. They have reflected our joy
and sorrow, our greatest hope and deepest fear. To tell our story demanded large and creative
voices, and they have answered. We have become, as Walt W hitman said, "A race of singers."
Song makers that have fashioned our lives, our deeds, our love of freedom into text and music
that is unique from all others. We have created music that plays not just on the radio, but in our
hearts and on our own lips. Listen carefully and you will always hear America singing.
An American Celebration - with Band
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